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or infections of the feet extremely painful and difficult to treat. Founder is an inflammation of the inner sensitive laminae or leaf-like tissues of the foot and is not usually accompanied by infection or pus formation. The inflamed inner foot swells and, since the horny wall is hard and unyielding, expansion is impossible, causing great pain. This condition might be compared to the wearing of a shoe one or two sizes too small, with the resulting discomfort. Founder affects the front feet most, but may occur in the hind feet and rarely all four become involved.
The exact cause of this disease is unknown and, as a result, innumerable opinions are expressed. Among these might be mentioned, long periods of rest with little or no exercise, over-heating followed by chilling, exposure to cold wet weather, heavy grain feeding after semi-starvation, neglected or faulty shoeing, and over-work. Founder may follow such diseases as purpura, inflammations of the udder, and after foaling especially when some difficulties have been encountered. Probably, neglected feet accompanied by over-feeding of heavy idle horses would account for a large number of cases. Founder may be acute, lasting only a few days, or it may be chronic and persist for a long time.
Symptoms
The disease appears suddenly, the animal standing quite still and refusing to budge even though urged. When force is used the horse may take a step or two, groan, and settle back into the same awkward position. If the horse is lying down, it is almost impossible to make it stand, because the feet hurt badly. The expression of the face is one of pain and when movements are forced the animal may tremble from sheer agony.
The feet are affected in pairs. When the front feet only are diseased, they are carried well forward with the hind feet drawn under the body to support most of the weight.